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1. 



This is in response to the amendment filed November 3, 2004. 



DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 



2. 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-22 have been considered but are moot in 



view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



3. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Furegati et 
al. (U. S. Patent no. 5,966,704) in view of Talib et al. (US Pub. 2001/0044758). 

Regarding claim 1, Furegati discloses a method of parametric group processing to 
identify relevant documents, comprising: 



forming a parametric index (parametric index 25, Fig.4A, Furegati) from an 
indexed database said parametric index using categorical attributes to reference 
a subset of elements where said categorical attributes are qualitative parameters 
(see col. 7, lines 26-33, Furegati). "Data container" (40, Fig.4A) corresponds to 
"index database"; 

specifying a first parametric group and a second parametric group corresponding 
to elements in said parametric index (see col. 7, lines 28-33, Furegati). 
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"Contextual index elements" and "signal index elements" correspond to a "first 
parametric group" and "second parametric group" respectively; 
merging said first parametric group and the second parametric group to produce 
a merged parametric group (see Fig.4A-B; col. 7, line 26 to col. 8, line 50, 
Furegati). "Contextual index elements", "signal index elements" and "Storage 
segment" (40, Fig.4A) correspond to a "first parametric group", "second 
parametric group" and "merged parametric group"; and 
extracting a parametric result from said merged parametric group, wherein the 
parametric result specifies a set of documents (see col. 10, lines 20-24, 
Furegati). The "hit list" is the result that is extracting from searching and 
retrieving the information units of documents (see col. 3, line 65 to col. 4, lines 
15, Furegati). 

Furegati does not explicitly disclose parametric search to identify relevant documents and 
text including at least one categorical attribute. Talib discloses a method for enabling 
efficient search and retrieval of products from an electronic product catalog using 
parametric search techniques that are based on the specification of values for attributes or 
parameters ([0010]; [0029]; [0045]; [0048]; [0052] and [0158], Talib). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
Furegati to include the claimed feature as taught by Talib because it would allow user to 
efficiently search for desired document ([0034], Talib). 
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Regarding claim 2, Furegati/Talib combination further discloses the step of listing a 
parametric group and identifying said text further comprises receiving a query (([0010]; [0029]; 
[0045]; [0048]; [0052], Talib). 

Regarding claim 3, Furegati/Talib combination further discloses the step of identifying 
said text further comprises receiving text search results and specifying includes deriving a 
parametric group from text search results ([0010]; [0029]; [0045]; [0048]; [0052] and [0158], 
Talib). 

Regarding claim 4, Furegati/Talib combination discloses the step of mapping the text 
search results into the parametric index to identify a parametric group (col. 7, lines 26-33, 
Furegati) for subsequent parametric group processing to identify other documents ([0097]; 
[0107] and [0176], Talib). 

Regarding claim 5, Furegati/Talib combination discloses the step of identifying said 
fields as bucketsets, said first and said second subsets of elements as buckets, said categorical 
attributes as fieldenums and said elements as including document identifications ([0010]; [0029]; 
[0045]; [0048]; [0052]; [0193] and [0203], Talib). 

Regarding claim 6, Furegati/Talib combination discloses the step of storing said 
parametric index in a primary memory local to a central processing unit ([0010]; [0017]; [0189] 
and [0190], Talib). 

Regarding claim 7, Furegati/Talib combination further discloses the step taking the union 
of said first parametric group and said second parametric group to produce said merged 
parametric group (see col. 7, line 63 to col. 8, line 5, Furegati). 
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Regarding claim 8, Furegati/Talib combination discloses the step of collecting document 
identifications for said merged parametric group (see col. 7, lines 52-62 and col. 10, lines 20-24, 
Furegati). The "hit list" is the result that is extracting from storing, searching and retrieving the 
information units of documents (see col. 3, line 65 to col. 4, lines 15, Furegati). The "index 
reference" corresponds to "document identification". 

Regarding claim 9, Furegati/Talib combination discloses the step of forming the union of 
said document identifications to produce said parametric result (see col. 7, lines 1-15, Furegati). 

Regarding claim 10, Furegati discloses a method of parametric group processing to 
identify relevant documents, the method comprising: 

performing a text search to produce text search results (see col.3, line 65 to 
col.4, line 4 and lines 8-15, Furegati); 

mapping said text search results into a parametric index to identify a first 
parametric group, said parametric index using categorical attributes to reference 
a subset of elements where said categorical attributes are qualitative parameters 
(see col.7, lines 26-33 and Fig.4B, Furegati); "contextual" and "contextual index 
subsection" corresponds to "text" and "parametric index", and the "contextual" 
search results that is mapping into "contextual index subsection" 
merging said first parametric group with a second parametric group to produce a 
merged parametric group (see col.7, lines 33-37 and col. 7, line 63 to col. 8, line 
8, Furegati). "Contextual index elements", "signal index elements" and "Storage 
segment" (40, Fig.4A) correspond to a "first parametric group", "second 
parametric group" and "merged parametric group"; and 
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extracting a parametric result from said merged parametric group, wherein said 
parametric result specifies a set of documents (see col. 10, lines 20-24, 
Furegati). The "hit list" is the result that is extracting from searching and 
retrieving the information units of documents (see col. 3, line 65 to col. 4, lines 
15, Furegati). 

Furegati does not explicitly disclose parametric search to identify relevant documents 
without implementing queries in structured query language and to identify the text 
including categorical attribute arranged as fields. Talib discloses a method for enabling 
efficient search and retrieval of products from an electronic product catalog using 
parametric search techniques that are based on the specification of values for attributes or 
parameters ([0010]; [0029]; [0045]; [0048]; [0052] and [0158], Talib). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
Furegati to include the claimed feature as taught by Talib because it would allow user to 
efficiently search for desired document ([0034], Talib). 

Regarding claim 11, Furegati/Talib combination further discloses the step taking the 
union of said first parametric group and said second parametric group to produce said merged 
parametric group (see col. 7, line 63 to col. 8, line 5, Furegati). 

Regarding claim 12, Furegati/Talib combination discloses the step of collecting 
document identifications for said merged parametric group (see col. 7, lines 52-62 and col. 10, 
lines 20-24, Furegati). The "hit list" is the result that is extracting from storing, searching and 
retrieving the information units of documents (see col. 3, line 65 to col. 4, lines 15, Furegati). 
The "index reference" corresponds to "document identification". 
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Regarding claim 13, Furegati/Talib combination discloses the step of forming the union 
of said document identifications to produce said parametric result (see col. 7, lines 1-15, 
Furegati). 

Regarding claim 14, Furegati discloses a computer readable medium for executing 
instructions by a central processing unit to identify relevant documents, comprising: 

a first set of instructions to form a parametric index (parametric index 25, 
Fig.4A, Furegati) from an indexed database said parametric index using 
categorical attributes to reference a subset of elements where said categorical 
attributes are qualitative parameters (see col. 7, lines 26-33, Furegati). "Data 
container" (40, Fig.4A) corresponds to "index database"; 
a second set of instructions to specify a first parametric group corresponding to 
elements in said parametric index (see col.7, lines 28-33, Furegati). "Contextual 
index elements" correspond to a "first parametric group"; 
a third set of instructions to specify a second parametric group corresponding to 
elements in said parametric index (see col.7, lines 28-33, Furegati). "Signal 
index elements" correspond to a "second parametric group"; 
a fourth set of instructions to combine said first parametric group and the second 
parametric group to produce a merged parametric group (see Fig.4A-B; col.7, 
line 26 to col. 8, line 50, Furegati). "Contextual index elements", "signal index 
elements" and "Storage segment" (40, Fig.4A) correspond to a "first parametric 
group", "second parametric group" and "merged parametric group"; and 
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a fifth set of instructions to extract a parametric result from said merged 
parametric group, wherein the parametric result specifies a set of documents (see 
col. 10, lines 20-24, Furegati). The "hit list" is the result that is extracting from 
searching and retrieving the information units of documents (see col. 3, line 65 
to col. 4, lines 15, Furegati). 
Furegati does not explicitly disclose parametric search to identify relevant documents and 
identify text including categorical attribute from fields. Talib discloses a method for 
enabling efficient search and retrieval of products from an electronic product catalog 
using parametric search techniques that are based on the specification of values for 
attributes or parameters ([0010]; [0029]; [0045]; [0048]; [0052] and [0158], Talib). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Furegati to include the claimed feature as taught by Talib because it would allow 
user to efficiently search for desired document ([0034], Talib). 
Regarding claim 15, Furegati/Talib combination further discloses second set of 
instructions facilitate the listing of said first parametric group and second parametric group (col. 
10, lines 20-24, Furegati). 

Regarding claim 16, Furegati/Talib combination further discloses the step of identifying 
said text further comprises receiving text search results and specifying includes deriving a 
parametric group from text search results ([0010]; [0029]; [0045]; [0048]; [0052] and [0158], 
Talib). 

Regarding claim 17, Furegati/Talib combination discloses the step of mapping the text 
search results into the parametric index to identify a parametric group (col. 7, lines 26-33, 
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Furegati) for subsequent parametric group processing to identify other documents ([0097]; 
[0107] and [0176], Talib). 

Regarding claim 18, Furegati/Talib combination further discloses the step taking the 
union of said first parametric group and said second parametric group to produce said merged 
parametric group (see col. 7, line 63 to col. 8, line 5, Furegati). 

Regarding claim 19, Furegati/Talib combination discloses the step of collecting 
document identifications for said merged parametric group (see col. 7, lines 52-62 and col. 10, 
lines 20-24, Furegati). The "hit list" is the result that is extracting from storing, searching and 
retrieving the information units of documents (see col. 3, line 65 to col. 4, lines 15, Furegati). 
The "index reference" corresponds to "document identification". 

Regarding claim 20, Furegati/Talib combination discloses the step of forming the union 
of said document identifications to produce said parametric result (see col. 7, lines 1-15, 
Furegati). 

Regarding claims 21 and 22, performing a logical operation that is independent of a 
query language (see col. 6, lines 40-60, Furegati). Furegati teaches the plurality of "different 
classes". Therefore, each class has to be performed independently. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

1. Witek et al. (US 6,253,188 Bl) disclose automated interactive classified AD system 
for the Internet. 
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2. Woods (US 6,101,491) discloses a method and apparatus for distributed indexing and 
retrieval. 

3. Turnbull et al. (US Pub. 2002/0103789A1) discloses interface and system for 
providing persistent contextual relevance for commerce activities in a networked environment. 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE -MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hanh B Thai whose telephone number is 571-272-4029. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM - 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on 571-272-4023. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Hanh B Thai 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2161 



January 26, 2005 
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